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(1) the child had committed an irregular or non-conforming act and
was called upon to account for the act.
In 28 per cent of these cases punishment was involved. The
other kinds of situations often evoking lies were: (2) the
child
wanted to obtain, keep or care for property, (3) he was competing
with another, (4) he was being forced by another into performing
some act, and (5) his activity was being frustrated by another.
It will be noted that in all these cases, the little child used
lying as a way out of a difficult situation. Jt was an avenue
of escape. To counteract lying of this kind the child should
be helped to acquire certain positive skills and knowledge.
He should be helped to discover and use better methods of
escape from such difficulties.
THE    OVER'AGE    PUPILS
Every year large numbers of children are "left back" in
the first, second, and third grades. Thus, they begin their
school careers with a sense of failure and, during the ensuing
year, under the same distasteful conditions, they must repeat
the work they have already attempted to master without
success. It is to be expected that many o£ them will make
little progress when they cover the work of a grade a second
time. Whatever progress some of these children appear to
make is due to their increased maturity rather than to the
method of retardation. Retardation is not the solution to
the problem of school failure.
Other solutions have been suggested. One of these is the
promotion of pupils chronologically rather than on the basis
of set standards of achievement. It is in operation in some
school systems at the present time. The method encounters
difficulties when the pupils in the higher grades become
more and more heterogeneous in their achievement and
when they are transferred to schools having different
standards.
Another solution that has been widely used is the so-called
homogeneous grouping. The children are segregated into

